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Abstract: An abstract is normally of 150 to 250 words. List 4 to 6 keywords all with lowercase (except
special cases) for both highlighting the focuses of your study and indexing/searching in databases.
Article type can be one of the following: regular article, case study, express letter, review or overview,
survey, opinion, perspective, communication, lecture notes, tutorial notes, and editorial (special issue
only). The abstract should not contain references, the text of the abstract section should be in 12 point
normal Times New Roman. (200 to 300 words)

Keywords: (5 to 10 keywords)

1. Introduction

Submission of a manuscript implies that the work described has not been published before, and
not been under consideration for publishing anywhere else. Your submission also means that the
manuscript has been approved by all co-authors with appropriate permission if required. The publisher
will not be held legally responsible should any dispute be raised for any reason.

STEME is an OS publication published quarterly by AIMS Press in February, May, August, and
November respectively. Publishing in STEME is currently free until otherwise any change is made
by the publisher. Readers can access all published articles free of charge through the STEME website
https://www.aimsciences.org/journal /AG000-0006.
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2. Layout and Fonts

The page size i1s A4 (8.5 x 11.0 in or 21.59 X 27.94 cm). The margin is set to moderate. Font for all
text, except symbols and formulae, should use Times New Roman.

Article title is bold with a font size 16 and aligned to the left. Authors are bold with a font size 12.
Using Times New Roman size 12 for the main text, including figure captions and table titles. However,
text size for contents in a table can be chosen from 8 to 12 to fit the table within the width of the page.

3. Headline and Sub-Headline

The first-level headline is numbered and bold with a font size 13, and has a space of 12 pt before
and after the headline. Each paragraph begins with an indentation of 0.63 cm (the same by using the
Tab key once) in the first line. A paragraph does not have a space before and after that paragraph.

3.1. The second-level headline

The second-level headline is numbered and bold with a font size 12. The second-level headline has
a default space of 12 pt before and after it.

3.1.1. The third-level headline

If necessary, the third-level headline should be numbered, bold and italicized with a font size 12.
The third-level headline has a default space of 12 pt before and after it.

3.2. Footnotes

Although not encouraged, footnotes can be used to provide additional information for an informal
reference that cannot be included in the reference list. A footnote should be numbered and cannot
contain any figure or table. Use font size 8 for footnotes.

4. Figures or Images, Captions, Tables, Table Titles and Formula

4.1. Figure/image and caption

Leave a space of 6 pt before and after a figure or an image, i.e., 6 pt between the main text and the
top of the figure or image, and 6 pt between the bottom of the figure or image and the caption. The
caption has a default space of 12 pt after it so the main text can continue below the caption. If no
text follows the figure caption, do not leave any space between the caption and the next headline (the
headline has a default space).
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Figure 1. Legend of the figure.

Figures should be numbered consecutively in the text. A figure can be referred explicitly in the text
as Figure 1, or implicitly at the end of a sentence in parentheses (Fig. 1). Use black and white or color
graphic for line drawings. All lines should be at least 0.1 mm (0.3 pt) wide. Line drawings or scanned
line drawings should have a resolution at least 600 dpi. Images with a large volume should be properly
compressed within 1 MB each. Scanned images should be properly edited to balance the volume size
and clarity of the image. Figure captions begin with Figure x. in bold, followed by the text. Do not
add a full stop at the end of the caption.

4.2. Tables and table titles

Table title should be placed above the table, numbered consecutively, and referred in the text like
Table 1 or (Table 1). There is no space between the table and table title. Leave a space of one line
above the table title and one line below the bottom of the table. If a new first-level headline follows the
table immediately, do not leave the space below the table. The font of the table title is size 12 but the
font of the table contents can be sizes 8 to 12 depending on the best fit for the table. Table title begins
with Table x. in bold, followed by the text. Do not add a full stop at the end of the table title.

Table 1. Publication schedule for STEME in 2021.

Issue Publishing date Submission deadline
First issue February 25, 2021 January 15, 2021
Second issue May 25, 2021 April 15, 2021
Third issue August 25, 2021 July 15, 2021

Fourth issue  November 25, 2021 October 15, 2021

4.3. Mathematical formulae

Mathematical formulae should be numbered consecutively by placing the number in parentheses
like (1), aligned to the right. Mathematical formulae should be typed using MS Word Equation or better
using MathType. Use size 10-12 for the main characters and size 6-8 for subscripts or superscripts.
Leave a space of 6 pt between two formulae in separate lines. Some examples are shown below.

lim f(x) = oo or lim f(x) = %o (1)
lim f(x) = b or lim f(x)=b )

STEM Education Volume 4, Issue X, XXX—XXX



4

Wherever to cite a formula in the text, use the number of the formula like formula (1), or equation (2),
or alike.

5. Submission, Review, and Decision

For STEME from 2022, submission, review and decisions of manuscripts are conducted through
the AIMS Online System https://aimspress.jams.pub/. Once a submission is received, an
Editor will pre-screen the article for its suitability and quality for STEME. After passing this pre-
screening, the Editor may act as the “Academic Editor” or assign this manuscript to another Editor
from the Editorial Board as the “Academic Editor” to handle the review of this paper, communicate
with the authors on revisions, and inform the final decision after consultation with the relevant Editor
in Chief and/or the relevant Section Editor in Chief. STEME holds a high standard in peer review. A
submitted manuscript should be reviewed by at least two independent reviewers who are scholars and
knowledgeable of the area of research. The initial review would be done within 4-6 weeks and the
authors are required to get the revised paper back within 2-4 weeks after receiving the review reports.

6. Reference Style, Citation, and Cross-Reference

Cite references in the text by placing number(s) in square brackets by the end of a sentence [1, 2],
or immediately after the Author’s name, for example, Jackson [3] outlined that .... If an article has
two authors, list both surnames, e.g., Wang and Guo [4] reported .... If an article has more than three
authors, use the first author’s surname and et al. e.g., Archila et al. [2] studied ....

Three or more consecutive references can be placed in the same square brackets by joining the start
number and the end number by a hyphen like [5-8]. References with separate numbers can be placed
in the same square brackets with individual numbers separated by comms like [2, 6,9].

In the References section blow, examples of different types of references are shown [10-17]. If you
use EndNote, these should be sorted out automatically to some extent, including the square brackets
and the numbers inside. Otherwise, you have to manually edit the references according to different
types of publications. If a referenced article has more than six authors, EndNote will automatically
export authorship as the first author et al., #8 in References, for example.

AIMS requires all references are cross-referenced between their appearances in the text and in
the reference list in References. The cross-reference should be done automatically if using EndNote.
Otherwise, you have to use the Cross-reference function in MS Word to make the links one by one
manually. After the cross-reference is established, please highlight each reference number in the text
to BLUE color (as required by AIMS production). AIMS also requires appending the full URL of the
DOI to the reference (if there is one) to the end of that reference in References.

Remember, all references should be cited in the text. Of course, EndNote may export incorrect
format occasionally so please double check your reference list and make corrections if necessary.

The order of the references in References can be either by the alphabetic order of the first authors
(the in-text citation would not be in the sequential order from [1] to [9], for example), or in the sequence
of their first appearance in the text (the order in References would not be in the alphabetic order, for
instance).

The reference style of the online version largely follows the Chicago Style. It is also fine if your
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manuscript is prepared with this online style of reference.

After the section ‘“References”, there is a section “Author’s biography”. Please add a short
biography (no more than 100 words) for each author in the same order of the authorship on the first
page of the article, as shown in the examples below.

Author contributions

All multi-authored papers should include an Author contributions section to describe each author’s
specify contributions using the relevant CRediT roles. Please refer to the CRediT taxonomy for more
information.
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